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RUTH PITT

Mr and Mrs Pitt received a £38k charge for a planning mix up

Katy Docherty-Warren
BBC News, South East
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A couple said they were threatened with prison by Horsham District Council
(HDC) unless they paid thousands in fees meant for large-scale developers.

Ruth Pitt, from Horsham, was charged £38,000 for a Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for her self-build home when she missed an email.

She said the council has refused to reimburse her for the charge, which is used
to fund things like new roads and facilities when companies are building
housing developments.

Ten best moments as stars

HDC said it would not comment on individual cases but said it acted in line mark 50 years of Saturday
with the legislation. Night Live

The couple began building a downsized home in 2020, but the week they
received planning permission in December, Mr Pitt was diagnosed with
dementia.

At the same time Mrs Pitt missed an email which said she needed to inform
the district council when they had started their build.

She then received a demand for £38,000 for getting the paperwork wrong and
threatened with seizure or prison if she did not pay.

How much military aid are
countries giving Ukraine?

Mrs Pitt said: "l actually couldn't believe it when | opened the email - it made
me feel physically sick.

"We were already under pressure to keep our project under budget and then
we get this huge demand out of the blue with very draconian measures to
collect it.

"If I'd committed some sort of serious crime or had a misdemeanour, | could
appeal against that but | cannot appeal against the CIL - they will not allow an

appeal.” -

/\. o 2 b W n 2 B
Horsham District Council said: "We can't comment on individual cases but its T . ] o .
important to recognise the council must consider any CIL matters in Fake ba_lhffs said they'd take
accordance with national legislation. my furniture'

"There are areas of the legislation where the council has no discretion to make
a different decision if due process wasn't followed."

'National scandal'

But leader of West Berkshire Council Jeff Brooks said he has reimbursed

residents who were accidentally charged.

A glimpse at Picasso and
He called CIL charges for homeowners up and down the country "a national Pollock masterpieces kept in

scandal" and said HDC are "wrong". Tehran vault

Mr Brooks said he has emailed Martin Boffey, the leader of HDC, and offered
to show him how they paid people back.

A retired couple from Godalming were given a £70,000 CIL charge after they
replaced an existing house extension.

Independent planning consultant Alex Bateman said the complicated
exemption process is "tripping a lot of people up".

Follow BBC Sussex on Facebook on X and on Instagram. Send your story ideas to

southeasttoday@bbc.co.uk or WhatsApp us on 08081 002250. Eight backstage .highlights
from the Bafta Film Awards

Related topics

Berkshire Planning permission

Related stories

'l watched a soap for the first

MPs urge action to ease planning fee time aged 27, here's what I
'suffering' thought'
7 February

Couple's relief over £70k planning charge

appeal
5 February
How Trump's 'drill, baby, drill'
pledge is affecting other
Related internet links countries

Horsham District Council

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

The Upbeat newsletter: Start
your week on a high with
uplifting stories delivered to
your inbox

Elsewhere on the BBC

Time-travelling drama about
the Japanese-American
legends

Written by Oscar nominee Iris Yamashita,
narrated by Will Sharpe and inspired by
real events

il Sounds

The perfect mix of mystery and
murder

Mirthful murder mystery with Johnny
Vegas and Sian Gibson

12 iPlayer

Sleep peacefully with the
Shipping Forecast

A unique journey to dreamland, mixing
instrumental music and Radio 4's Shipping
Forecast

fdl Sounds

What's in the news this week?

Topical panel quiz show, taking its
questions from the week's news stories

il Sounds

@ How is the BBC personalised for me?

Most read

1 Woman shot dead on
Valentine's Day named

2 Pizza oven caused fire
at celebrity hangout
hotel

3 Kate and children show
drawing skills by
sharing portraits

4 Changing room row
nurse faces disciplinary
hearing

5 Pope's health a 'complex
clinical situation’,
Vatican says

6 Ten best moments as
stars mark 50 years of
Saturday Night Live

7 UK ticket-holder claims
£65m EuroMillions
jackpot

8 Ex-soldier describes
Army's 'misogynistic
culture'

9 What key players want
from Ukraine war talks

1 O Meta plans globe-
spanning sub-sea
internet cable

BBC News Services

D On your mobile k_I._J On smart speakers E Contact BBC News

Best of BBC iPlayer

Daisy May Cooper's twisted A brand new DI lands on Saint Intense crime thriller with Staz These Gladiators are tougher
comedy Marie Nair than ever

iPlayer iPlayer iPlayer iPlayer

Sport iPlayer Bitesize CBeebies

Weather Sounds CBBC Food

Termsof Use  Aboutthe BBC  Privacy Policy Cookies  Accessibility Help  Parental Guidance  Contactthe BBC  Make an editorial complaint  BBC emails for you

Copyright © 2025 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/england/berkshire
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c7rw214695pt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvg4jydrrqpo
https://www.facebook.com/BBCSussex/
https://x.com/BBCSussex
https://www.instagram.com/bbcsussex/
mailto:southeasttoday@bbc.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/account/how-is-the-bbc-personalised-to-me/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact/complaints
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/bbcindepth
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c2vdnvdg6xxt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c1vw6q14rzqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cmj34zmwm1zt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment_and_arts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/england
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/regions
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c79d4512wljo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvg4jydrrqpo
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-housing-communities-local-government
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/crr0gngkjrvt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwypy119yzno
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77r76zn0lro
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp9x97yvjp4o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy8x857plvdo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-62002218
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cglywyjg0kwo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clye46n565xo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clykylyyl5yo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpqlg9y9y1qo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce85709xdk4o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsletters/zyxfdnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct7l66?at_mid=ilCM2KAcD8&at_campaign=Dramas_Purple_Heart_Warriors&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=sounds&at_brand=w13xtttx&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Dramas_Purple_Heart_Warriors&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001xqxv/murder-they-hope-series-1-episode-1?at_mid=04UkTjtVio&at_campaign=Murder_They_Hope&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m001xqxs&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0027jxq?at_mid=fvLjjVo4Kk&at_campaign=The_Sleeping_Forecast_Drift_into_sleep&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=sounds&at_brand=p0cjyk2w&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=The_Sleeping_Forecast_Drift_into_sleep&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0027v4h?at_mid=gjeG54t9WC&at_campaign=The_News_Quiz_S116_E6&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=sounds&at_brand=b006r9yq&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=The_News_Quiz_S116_E6&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77r76zn0lro
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cr4645z6q9do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwy7y1n73ngo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3d5d0x97vyo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1kmk09xxdko
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy8x857plvdo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3w8w7v0n2xo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy8x8j73x1zo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwypy119yzno
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckgrgz8271go
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027mgx?at_mid=Sbv6OyNsu7&at_campaign=Am_I_Being_Unreasonable_S2&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m001c3f9&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Am_I_Being_Unreasonable_S2&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027frj/death-in-paradise-series-14-episode-1?at_mid=DiZBXYq4rY&at_campaign=Death_In_Paradise_Series_14&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=b01pvmf6&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Death_In_Paradise_Series_14&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0027vxm?at_mid=dj9XeBo0ET&at_campaign=Virdee_S1_E1&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m0027vxj&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Virdee_S1_E1&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0025ydw?at_mid=GXUjtDbeWS&at_campaign=Gladiators_Series_2&at_medium=display_ad&at_campaign_type=owned&at_audience_id=SS&at_product=iplayer&at_brand=m001vfg8&at_ptr_name=bbc&at_ptr_type=media&at_format=image&at_objective=consumption&at_link_title=Gladiators_Series_2&at_bbc_team=BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/foryou
https://www.bbc.co.uk/notifications
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?d=NEWS_PS
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds

