1.Its potentially the Next Post Office Scandal - a public body in this case the Council has been granted powers to raise money with no controls or considerations about the consequences the impact such decisions have on the lives of others 
 - Threatening seizure and sale of your home 
– imprisonment           - why ?

you have not broken any laws at worst you have made some errors in submitting paperwork – unintentionally 


2. It’s a post code lottery - the CIL liability is calculated on the sqm of new living space you create – multiplied by the CIL charging rate  
 - not all Councils have adopted CIL so if you live in Guildford and build a home extension – you will not have to pay any CIL  
- literally 1m across the boundary in Waverley (£555.73) a large extension which costs £200K to build will incur CIL charge of let’s say £80k 
In Sevenoaks District Council £122  less than £20k 

3. There is no responsibility demonstrated for the mental stress and anxiety this causes that which could push you over the edge 
- 13 cases of suicide reported in the Post office 
 	- one person in Waverley has had a nervous breakdown 
 	- some have been forced to sell their homes 
 	- some have homes currently on the market because they cannot pay up to 235k to settle the CIL liability 

4. Councils hording up to 8bn that’s not being used for the benefit of the communities why?
 - there are examples where they are diverting interest generated from these funds to support overspends in the general fund calling it a “balanced budget” 
 - they raid CIL funds for up to 5% Admin Charges – whether it costs 5% or not – again to subsidise general operating costs 

In Waverley - last year some £2m was diverted from CIL funds to support overspends in the General Fund 

Its nothing but a disgrace and do you know what Waverley said to me 
· it’s not our responsibility to tell you should know these things before you apply for permission to build an extension – you should know 
· they also said its considered good practice to inform victims of what the Legislation says are the potential consequences - its an absolute disgrace and Cllrs are not holding officers to account 
· – by their a lack of action they are endorsing bad behaviour 






The process to get exemption - is overly complex  
· it was written to make sure developers pay 
· everyone is classed as a developer including homeowners 
· it covers every development from a small home extension to a new housing estate 

It says Homeowners are exempt providing ……..and that’s where it can all go disastrously wrong - either homeowners are intended to exempt or they are not 

Councils conveniently blame the legislation 
· its inflexible 
· its rigid 
·  we have no discretion ….. it’s not us 

Senior Lawyers – Kings Councils cannot agree what the law says or its intentions 
·  who is right?     There is such little case law and successive Governments have avoided bringing clarity to resolve the issue  


All of this could be fixed by one click of Matthew Pennycook his fingers - all he has to say “It is intended that Homeowners are intended to be exempt” – tell all Councils 
 
“All Homeowners are intended to be exempt – use your discretion and help genuine homeowners get the exemption that is available to them  























FORMS 

Form 1 
is submitted with your planning application – it helps Councils decide whether CIL is liable or not 

Councils should then inform you when they grant planning consent that Consent is granted subject to CIL 

They are then expected to issue you with a liability as soon as practically possible stating the exact charge you are liable for  - but the process breaks down if its sent to the person who submits the form if that is a 3rd party 

Forms 7,8,9,10,11, or 12
You then have to submit a form 7,8,9 10 11, 0r 12 depending on what type of building work you are carrying out,  this is to seek exemption - you have to wait until that exemption is granted before you start and that can take weeks, months 

Form 6 
You then have to submit a form 6…. which says you are wishing to commence  - you have to wait until that is confirmed by the Council which can take weeks  - if you start before they confirm they deem you have started retrospectively - you lose every right of appeal 

If you are convicted of terrorism, you get your right of appeal – NOT with CIL  - and you may end up in prison when you are not guilty of any crime  - you may just have unintendedly got a piece of paperwork wrong - you are not a planning expert 

Remembering it’s not the Council’s responsibility to tell you and in my case if the first you learn of any liability is when you receive demand notice – you don’t get the chance to submit the correct paperwork which was my own experience 

Councils have a CIL enforcement team  - who operate zero tolerance   - they are almost stazi in their approach - you are guilty and our role is to make sure you pay  !
· Threatening seizure of your assets - imprisonment 
· One lady in Sevenoaks has been summoned to court next month - her husband has left her she, has no money to pay and potentially will now potentially have assets  seized including her home 

Its egregious  - shockingly bad 
